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Town of Sandwich 

Planning Board 

DRAFT Minutes: November 18, 2021 

 

  

Members Present:  Mike Babcock, Rich Benton, Julie Dolan, and Ben Shambaugh, and 

Caroline Nesbitt. 

Members Absent: Janina Lamb, Mary Hillsgrove, Brewster Lee, Will Speers, Ray 

Cameron. 

Members of the Public: Kathy Thorndike, Wharton Sinkler, and Hollis Heichemer. 

 

Call to Order:  

Mr. Babcock opened the meeting at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Minutes of November 4, 2021 

Mr. Benton moved, seconded by Mr. Shambaugh, to approve the minutes of November 4, 

2021, as amended. The motion passed with Mrs. Dolan abstaining. 

 

Case 2021-14, Frizzell 

The Planning Board received the following email from Lobin Frizzell on November 13: 

 

lobin2722@gmail.com  
 

Sat, Nov 13, 7:44 PM (9 days ago) 
 

Good evening, 

  I hope everything is well and Sandwich? I am writing to ask to have my 

December meeting calendar be put to January. My best friend was murdered 

last week and I am on my way to the Virgin Islands for her funeral. I just 

don’t think I will be able to think about anything else until January I do 

appreciate it 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

On a motion by Mr. Babcock, seconded by Mrs. Dolan, the case was continued to 

January 6, 2022. 

 

Energy Committee 

Mrs. Thorndike, Chair of the new Energy Committee, asked the Planning Board to 

approve the use of EPA Portfolio Manager, a free software developed to assist users in 

tracking and analyzing energy usage and costs.  The New Hampshire Coop is willing to 

release its data on energy used in all town buildings and departments but requests that 

the Selectmen approve that release first, Mrs. Thorndike explained. 

 

The first year of data will establish benchmarks.  In future years, the program can 

provide comparisons, she explained.   
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Members agreed with Mr. Shambaugh that they do not know how valuable comparisons 

with other towns might be.  Even within the town, differences in weather and use of 

buildings and equipment may make comparisons difficult. 

 

The members concurred with Mr. Babcock that he should go with Mrs. Thorndike to 

request approval of the program download.  The volunteer members of the committee 

will learn how to use the program and report how much time is involved in transferring 

data from bills into the program.  Eventually, a staff person might do the inputs. 

 

Mrs. Thorndike also reported the committee has divided up tasks.  They are exploring 

transportation, educational programs, community solar, and electric machines and 

vehicles. 

 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments 

The members concurred that the three amendments proposed will suffice for this year.  

Work on other amendments such as new definitions may be carried over to 2022.  Mr. 

Shambaugh moved, seconded by Mr. Babcock, to send the proposed amendments to 

town counsel for review.  Public hearing dates will be set at the December 6 meeting. 

 

Case 2021-18, Streeter 

The board will have one case on December 6, a preliminary review. 

 

Inspection, Ambrose Pit 

The board will inspect the Ambrose Pit on Saturday, November 20, at 9 a.m.  

 

Country Lane 

Mr. Babcock said he had received an inquiry as to whether the Town offers plowing on a 

“country lane.”  Members turned to 170-24 of the Subdivision Regulations.  Section: 

Subdivision Roads (amended 5-5-2016), #1, defines a country lane as a roadway serving 

six or fewer lots.  It is privately maintained.  Members agreed that no plowing would be 

done unless the Town authorized emergency plowing. 

 

Definition of “dairying” 

Ms. Nesbitt said the Board of Selectmen are interested in seeing a new definition of 

“dairying” added to the Zoning Ordinance.  Currently, 150-7. Permitted structures and 

uses, in A. Rural Residential District, permits “(6) Agriculture uses, including all 

recognized forms of farming, truck gardening, silviculture, livestock raising, tree, shrub, 

plant or flower nurseries and roadside stands for the sale of produce grown primarily on 

the premises.” 

 

Ms. Nesbitt referred to the Sandwich Creamery and said, “to be an agricultural enterprise, 

it has to sell stuff principally produced on the farm.”  The Merrimans, owners of the 

Creamery, no longer raise cows, she said.  Mr. Babcock noted that Commissioner of 

Agriculture and the Merriman’s attorney disagreed with that interpretation.  The 

Creamery’s site plan review by the Planning Board is currently being appealed in 

Superior Court by abutters.  The Selectmen’s ruling that the Creamery should be 
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reclassified from a farm to a commercial operation was recently overruled by the Zoning 

Board of Adjustment.  That decision is also being appealed by the abutters in Superior 

Court.   

 

Mr. Babcock suggested the Planning Board wait and see what the court decides since 

their rulings may define the word.  Ms. Nesbitt agreed.  Members concurred. 

 

Adjournment 

On a motion by Mr. Shambaugh, seconded by Mrs. Dolan, the meeting was adjourned at 

9:03 p.m. 

 

Scheduled Meetings:  December 2, regular meeting; December 16, work session; 

January 6, regular meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Martha Carlson, Land Use Secretary 

 

Minutes: Approved, not yet 


